
Symposium on Climate Change 

WHEN
Friday, April 17, 2026

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM PDT

WHERE
Loyola Law School

919 Albany St, Los Angeles, CA 90015
 

Parking is available onsite for $12/day
with entry off of Albany Street.

LEARNING UNITS
AIA CES: 6 LU|HSW including 5 ZNCD MCE 

hours for California Licensees

We are excited to host the 9th annual 1.5°C Symposium on Climate
Change. This year’s symposium shifts the conversation from policy
to practice, and from intention to action. In a time of political
uncertainty and climate urgency, this event asks: How can
individuals, firms, and communities drive real, tangible change? 

The 2026 Symposium will explore how climate action is scaled
across projects of every size, within firms of every structure, and
across sectors often siloed from each other. From small-scale pro-
bono efforts to market-driven green development, the event will
celebrate and elevate practical, resilient, and replicable strategies.
Attendees will engage with Southern California–based impact
projects, sector-specific insights, and a network of collaborators
reimagining what’s possible. Our goal is to democratize knowledge,
strengthen cross-sector connections, and accelerate a just
transition in the built environment.
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Thank You to Our Event Sponsors!

Presenting Sponsor 

Happy Hour Sponsors

Venue Host 

Networking Sponsor Exhibitor Sponsors

Friends of 1.5 Sponsors

Start-Up Exhibitor Sponsors

Additional Sponsors

Vitro Architectural Glass

Speaker / Panel Sponsor Student Scholarship Sponsor

Media Sponsor
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Thank You to Our Annual Sponsors!

Gold Sponsors 

Silver Sponsors 

Bronze Sponsors 

Emerging Practice Sponsor 

Sharpe Interior Systems, Inc.

Decarbonization Sponsor
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Keynote Speakers

Speakers

Angela Brooks, FAIA, ENV SP, LEED bd+c
Principal, Brooks Scarpa Huber Architects

Dean Maltz, AIA
Managing Partner, Shigeru Ban Architects

Kyle Fiano, AIA, CPHT, LFA 
Builder & Architect

Avideh Haghighi, AIA, LFA
Founder, ZEROHOUZ 
Design + Development

Izumi Tanaka, Green Realtor, 
LEED Associate, LFA, 

Certified Electric Coach,
Associate, San Francisco

Dalton Ho
Senior Regenerative Design Advisor, 

Senior Associate, Perkins&Will

Madeline Gradillas, RA, 
LEED AP BD+C

Associate, Atelier Ten, San Francisco

Maggie Messerschimidt
Resilience Associate, Arup

Hafsa Burt, FAIA, 
LEED Fellow

Principal, hb+a Architects

Pablo La Roche, Ph.D., 
Intl. Assoc. AIA, LEED AP BD+C

Principal & Global Sustainable Design Director, 
ARCADIS,

Professor of Architecture, 
Cal Poly Pomona

Abigail Coover
Architectural Designer, Educator, & 

Director, Overlay Office

Monte Hilleman
Vice President of Environmental Resiliency, 

Compliance & Investment, SIG

Ravel Ravel
Facilities & Engineering (F&E) team

Genentech

Marco Alves, PE, LEED AP
Principal, PAE Engineers



Soham Patel 
Sustainability Analyst, Practice

Heidi Creighton, FAIA
Senior Design Manager, City of Santa Monica

Maya White-Turre, AIA 
Senior Associate & Project Manager

Gruen Associates

Rachelle Habchi
 Low Carbon Products Lead
Carbon Leadership Forum

Presented by:
COMMITTEE ON
THE ENVIRONMENT
AIA LOS ANGELES

Speakers

Siobhán Burke, AIA, LEED AP
Executive Director, 99 Neighborhoods Network

Principal, Lyric Design & Planning

Aaron Vaden-Youmans, AIA, LFA, ENV SP
North American Sustainability Lead, Grimshaw Architects

Michael H. Anderson, AIA, NOMA 
Architect, Author, & Urban Design Strategist

Principal, Anderson Barker

Amee Bhatt, AICP, LEED AP
Director of Urban Design, 

John Kaliski Architects

Russell Fortmeyer
Sustainable Design Leader

Arup (North America)

Jennifer Koster 
CEO, WorkWell Holdings, 

Entrepreneur, & Builder

Brian Wickersham, FAIA, NCARB, LEED AP
Founding Partner & Design Director, 

AUX Architecture

Alison MacCracken
Fire Rebuild Liaison
Crest Real Estate

J. Lopez 
Retired Assistant Chief

Los Angeles County Fire Department

Jeff Denholm 
Founder & CEO

Strong Water Technologies & Home Dome

CIRCULAR SOCAL CHARETTE lEADERS

Ksenia Garrett 
Architect & Designer
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Workshop Sessions

2026 COTE

leadership

Casey
Chair

Esmeralda
vice chair

Brendan
past chair
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ORGANIZERS
A special thanks to the following for helping to organize this event!

Committee on the Environment (COTE)

2026 COTE LEADERSHIP

Chair - Casey Castor, Assoc. AIA - Principal, Practice Labs

Vice Chair - Esmeralda Ward, AIA - Associate Principal, NAC

Past Chair - Brendan Townes Bailey, AIA - Senior Designer+Project Architect, Johnson Fain

2026 COTE CHAIR ALUMS

Tahmores “Tommy” Zandi, AIA - Senior Associate Principal, SOM

Megumi Hironaka, AIA - Associate Principal, HED

Ismar Enriquez, AIA - Design Lead / Project Manager, Practice

2026 COTE SYMPOSIUM COMMITTEE MEMBERS

George Reilly, Hon. AIA|LA - West Coast Leader, Building Environments, Burro Happold

Joel Stout, AIA, LEED Fellow - Senior Sustainability Specialist, LAUSD

Blake Patten, AIA - Associate Principal, Moore Ruble Yudell Architects & Planners

Michael S. Martin, FAIA - Martin Studios

Bruce Danziger, S.E - Principal, Danziger Engineering Collaborative, INC.

Joseph Dziekan, Assoc. AIA - Architectural Designer

Marc Tanabe, AIA - Associate Principal, ZGF

Cameron Chorney - Associate & Project Engineer, Facades+

Alyce Wallace, Assoc. AIA - Account Manager, Lutron

David Lucas - Cal Poly Pomona Architecture Student

Nao Fesseha - Designer, Exhibition Specialist

Olivia Ku, AIA - Studio Director, Gensler

Hiba Charek, Assoc. AIA - Senior Designer, Studio 111
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ORGANIZERS

A special thanks to the following for helping to organize this event!

AIA LOS ANGELES STAFF

Carlo Caccavale, Hon. AIA|LA - Executive Director

Will Wright, Hon. AIA|LA - Director, Government & Public Affairs

Steve Tanner, Hon. AIA|LA - Membership Director

Marc Romeo - Director, Programs + Events

Erika Pendergraff - Manager, Events + Awards

Jack Turner - Office Manager
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