
Each attendee may chose (2) two workshops to attend during the afternoon session:

POWERFUL XII : 
OPTIMISM AND RESILIENCE
2025 WORKSHOP SESSIONS XII

POWERFUL

01 RESILIENT FUTURES: 
Staying Relevant  in  an Age of  Change

This  panel  explores  how we stay re levant  and innovat ive  as  rap id 

technolog ica l  change reshapes our  profess ion.  Through candid 

conversat ion,  our  panel ists  of  leaders ,  innovators ,  and change-

makers  wi l l  share  personal  and profess ional  strategies  for  stay ing 

ahead of  the curve whi le  stay ing grounded in  the ir  va lues and 

craft .  They wi l l  d ive  into  quest ions of  adaptabi l i ty,  emerging too ls 

and methods,  and having a  thr iv ing mindset  with in  the context  of 

Art i f ic ia l  Inte l l igence and future-focused th ink ing in  pract ice  and 

in  leadership.

04 DESIGN YOUR NARRATIVE: 
Shaping Careers  with  Purpose

The workshop is  a  ref lect ive  and goal-or iented sess ion des igned to 

he lp  part ic ipants  reconnect  with  the ir  personal  and profess ional 

asp irat ions in  architecture.  The sess ion inv i tes  attendees to 

pause,  ref lect ,  and art icu late  the ir  un ique journey,  va lues,  and 

ambit ions through a  ser ies  of  structured prompts.  Part ic ipants 

wi l l  explore  where they current ly  stand in  the ir  careers  and are 

encouraged to  ident i fy  def in ing moments  that  have shaped the ir 

path,  offer ing space to  ref lect  on both successes and setbacks to 

he lp  map the ir  future.

02 BRIDGING THE GAP: 
Integrat ing Cross-Discipl inar y  Knowledge to 
Design for  Neurodiversity

This  workshop connects  the architecture  community  with  essent ia l 

knowledge from cross-d isc ip l inary  f ie lds—inc lud ing psychology, 

hea lth  studies ,  specia l  educat ion,  and soc io logy—focusing on 

neurodivers i ty,  with  an emphasis  on aut ism and ADHD.  Rather 

than prescr ib ing des ign so lut ions,  i t  offers  a  v i ta l  foundat ion 

for  understanding neurodiverse exper iences.  By  engaging with 

d iverse perspect ives ,  attendees wi l l  ga in  meaningfu l  ins ights  to 

thoughtfu l ly  inform their  own pract ice  and create  more inc lus ive, 

support ive  environments .

05 RESILIENCE BY DESIGN: 
Suppor t  Others  &  Empower Yourself

Whether  we’re  support ing c l ients ,  co l leagues,  fami ly,  f r iends or 

ourse lves — res i l ience doesn’t  happen by acc ident .  I t ’s  something 

we can intent ional ly  des ign.  In  th is  workshop,  we’ l l  walk  through 

the architecture  of  personal  and re lat ional  res i l ience:  bu i ld ing 

strong internal  foundat ions,  adapt ive  frameworks,  and connected 

support  networks.  Perfect  for  anyone who wants  to  fee l  less  a lone 

— and he lp  others  do the same.

03 ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN  ARCHITECTURE: 
Women Shaping the Future of  Pract ice

Jo in  us  for  an insp ir ing conversat ion with  female  architects  who 

turned v is ion into  rea l i ty  by  launching the ir  own des ign studios . 

Th is  panel  br ings together  founders  at  d i fferent  stages of  the ir 

entrepreneurship  journey,  offer ing an ins ide look at  what  i t 

takes to  bu i ld  a  pract ice  from the ground up.  Through personal 

stor ies ,  lessons learned,  and hard-won wisdom,  panel ists  wi l l 

share  how they found the courage to  start ,  grew their  teams, 

bu i l t  meaningfu l  c l ient  re lat ionships ,  and created bus inesses that 

ref lect  the ir  va lues.  Whether  you’re  imagin ing your  own studio  or 

a l ready on the path,  th is  conversat ion offers  ins ight ,  mot ivat ion, 

and pract ica l  resources from those who have been there.

06 WILDFIRE REBUILD: 
Ris ing from the Ashes

When a  wi ldf i re  reshapes a  community,  the path to  recovery 

demands heal ing the res idents  and the environment .  In  th is 

workshop,  arch itects  and community  leaders  who have dedicated 

themselves to  the wi ldf i re  recovery  process wi l l  share  the ir 

f i rsthand exper iences,  hard-earned lessons,  and v is ionary 

strategies .  Through the ir  stor ies ,  attendees wi l l  learn  how des ign 

can address urgent  needs whi le  honor ing community  ident i ty, 

strengthening res i l ience,  and work ing in  harmony with in  a  f i re-

prone context .   Together,  we can explore  how our  contr ibut ions 

can support  long-term recovery  and bui ld  res i l ience in  areas 

heavi ly  affected by wi ldf i res . 


