
 

 
Los Angeles City Mayor’s Office 
Attn:  Deputy Mayor Rachel Freeman 
200 N. Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
July 16, 2024 
   
RE:  Architect / Engineer certification in lieu of department re-stamps 
 
As a part of AIA | LA’s commitment to work with the City of Los Angeles on constructive ways to 
improve Development Services processes, AIA | LA is proposing the following draft forms be considered 
for use by Development Services.   The attached documents are drafts for discussion that our members 
believe would have a meaningful impact on Development Services and be relatively easy to implement.   
 
The attached forms are a simple Memorandum and Self-certification Form that allows an Architect or 
Engineer of Record to certify that no major changes have occurred to the drawings since a drawing was 
reviewed by another department.   This form will allow a LADBS Plan checker to finalize a project’s plan 
check without requiring the applicant to get drawings restamped by a department that had previously 
approved the project.   
 
Currently, LADBS Plan Check can only be finalized after all the departments have stamped a set of 
drawings.  However, the challenge is that an applicant works their way through the approvals/stamps of 
the departments, but then later departmental reviews require modifications to the physical piece of 
paper that had been previously stamped approved.   Independent of whether or not changes required by 
one department have any impact on the previous approval, the applicant is then required to go back to 
get previous departments to re-stamp the drawings.    
 
An average-size project such as a by-right apartment building or an average-size single-family 
residence typically requires 6-8 weeks to go through the re-stamp process.  The actual review time of a 
drawing is rarely longer than a few minutes, but the delay comes from a lack of available times to meet 
with staff.   Allowing Architects and Engineers to certify that a project is in compliance with the drawings 
initially reviewed by a department will save months in plan check review times and will eliminate dozens 
of meetings for City Staff on every project.   
 
AIA | LA believes that this is a simple but meaningful change that can save months of time on every 
project plan checked project within the city of Los Angeles.    
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Will Wright, Hon. AIA|LA 
Director, Government & Public Affairs 
American Institute of Architects, Los Angeles Chapter (AIA|LA) 
Architecture for Communities Los Angeles (ACLA) 
445 West Adams Blvd.   
Los Angeles, CA 90016 
E: will@aialosangeles.org 
O: (213) 639-0764 
M: (310) 309-9580 
EXHIBIT A:  INFORMATION BULLETIN 



 

 



 

EXHIBIT B:  CERTIFICATION BY ARCHITECT / ENGINEER OF RECORD 

 


